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NEW-YORK,  MARCH,  1846. 


SCHOOL  EXCHANGES. 

At  the  centre  of  School  operations  in  the  City  of  New  York,  accommo¬ 
dations  are  provided  for  promoting  “  Exchanges,”  in  works  of  nature  and 
art,  among  American  Schools  ;  and  through  them,  with  schools,  scientific 
societies,  and  individuals,  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  first  aim  is  so  to 
engage  the  100,000  pairs  of  young  hands  in  this  metropolis,  as  to  aid  the  four 
millions  of  such  hands  in  our  Republic,  in  a  united  effort  for  their  common 
benefit,  by  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  promotion  of  morals,  and  the  true 
elevation  of  individual  and  national  character.  By  such  a  central  place  of 
resort  and  exchange,  conducted  by  such  hands,  not  only  every  school,  but 
every  family,  indeed  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  however  lonely,  unlettered, 
or  neglected,  may  participate  in  the  blessing  of  receiving,  and  the  still  greater 
blessing  of  giving  knowledge  and  kindness. 

The  process  is  as  simple,  direct,  delightful  and  certain,  as  the  blessing  is 
universal,  great  and  glorious.  It  commences  with  lessons  from  the  “  Older 
Volume  of  God’’ — the  Book  of  Creation;  always  open  to  every  human 
being;  studied  by  the  same  instruments — the  eye  and  hand;  read  by  the  same 
language,  and  conferring  the  same  entertaining,  practical  instruction  to  all, 
whether  in  Anglo  or  Spanish  America,  England,  France,  Germany,  Italy, 
China,  Central  Africa,  or  the  darkest  Island  of  the  Sea.  In  this  direct  and 
certain  process,  the  alphabet  of  Nature  precedes  the  alphabet  of  books  ;  thus 
rendering  the  latter  a  delightful  exercise,  not  an  irksome  task ;  certain  of 
immediate  success,  not  an  abortive  or  doubtful  three  years  process.  It  has 
never  failed;  if  fairly  tried,  it  never  can  fail. 

Any  school,  family  or  individual,  in  any  State  in  our  Union,  may,  without 
delay  or  ceremony,  even  without  a  book  except  that  which  his  Creator  has 
opened  before  him,  take  the  first  step  towards  participating  in  this  system  of 
giving  and  receiving  knowledge  and  kindness,  proposed  by  this  New  York 
establishment.  Any  person,  any  where,  may  procure  some  mineral,  plant, 
shell,  or  other  production  of  nature  ;  draw  a  map,  insect,  bird,  quadruped, 
flower,  house,  plow,  or  prepare  or  procure  a  delineation  of  some  other  natural 
or  artificial  production,  or  some  piece  of  mechanism,  which  would  gladly  be 
received  at  the  “  Exchange,”  in  New  York,  for  some  specimen  furnished  by 
other  hands. 

As  expressed  in  the  extracts  from  letters  and  reports  by  individuals,  com- 
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mittees,  and  various  public  officers,  found  in  the  succeeding  pages,  Geology, 
Geometry  and  Drawing,  furnish  appropriate  “ first  lessons ,”  not  only  for 
participating  in  this  system  of  Exchanges ,  but  for  a  good  beginning  and  success¬ 
ful  progress  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  all  other  branches  of  common 
school  education.  Ten  simple  minerals,  called  the  “  Geological  Alphabet ,” 
constitute  the  elements  of  our  globe,  and  determine  the  character  of  moun¬ 
tains,  rocks  and  soils,  and  give  strong  indications  of  the  presence  or  absence 
of  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  or  other  metals  or  useful  minerals.  These  ten 
minerals  can  be  learnt  with  certainty,  and  as  a  delightful  exercise,  by  any  child 
of  three  years,  in  a  week,  simply  by  the  aid  of  labelled  specimens,  named  by 
the  teacher,  parent,  or  elder  brother  or  sister.  The  simple  figures  of  Geome¬ 
try,  such  as  triangles,  squares,  and  circles,  with  slates  and  pencils,  will  induce 
children,  whether  in  a  school  or  at  home,  to  employ  and  instruct  themselves 
not  only  in  their  names,  forms,  uses,  &c.,  but  in  the  written  words  which  they 
form  to  express  them  ;  thus  providing  for  themselves  agreeable  and  effective 
lessons  in  writing,  spelling,  reading,  &c.  By  the  prints  of  a  bird,  funnel,  and 
other  simple  figures,  designed  as  “  Drawing  Exercises ,”  given  on  the  12th  page 
of  this  sheet,  no  one  will  doubt,  certainly  if  he  tries  the  experiment,  that  they 
furnish  more  simple,  instructive,  and  every  way  appropriate  exercises  for 
beginners,  than  the  manuscript  letters  as  usually  taught  in  schools  ;  affording 
at  the  same  time,  a  natural  and  easy  stepping  stone  to  manuscript  writing  in 
its  practical  uses. 

To  furnish  the  “  First  Lessons ”  for  beginners,  on  these  three  subjects, 
elementary  Geological  Cabinets,  familiar  lessons  in  Practical  Geometry, 
aided  by  solids,  and  “The  Child’s  First  Book”  in  Drawing,  are  prepared, 
and  can  be  procured  at  less  expense  than  a  set  of  the  most  elementary  school 
books.  Though  but  “  First  Lessons ,”  and  of  the  simplest  elements,  they 
put  a  child  upon  the  track  of  knowledge,  which  becomes  more  attractive 
every  step  he  takes,  constantly  advancing  him  farther  and  still  farther  in  the 
field  of  science  and  virtue  ;  arming  him  stronger  and  still  stronger  at  every 
step,  against  vicious  habits  and  bad  company. 

The  occasion  does  not  require  nor  permit,  even  a  slight  exposition  of  the 
natural,  practical  and  moral  system  of  education,  which  the  New  York 
Schools,  with  this  central  Depository,  are  aiming  to  extend.  It  is  best  under¬ 
stood  by  its  practical  ivorkings,  after  it  is  commenced  by  the  simple,  direct 
process  just  mentioned.  Its  invariable  results  have  secured  for  it  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  unqualified  approbation  of  Legislatures,  School  Officers,  Judges, 
Members  of  Congress,  Foreign  Ministers,  and  various  other  functionaries, 
with  teachers  and  other  enlightened  minds,  in  this  and  other  countries  ;  ex¬ 
pressions  from  a  few  of  w  hich  are  here  annexed. 

The  Trustees  oftheNew  York  Public  Schools,  after  afull  and  thorough  exam¬ 
ination,  by  a  committee,  of  facts  in  point,  corroborate  the  statements,  that  by  it 
“  Few,  if  any  truants  would  exist ;  idle  boys  w  ould  be  drawn  from  the  streets 
for  useful  instruction  ;  the  worst  scholars  would  be  changed  into  the  very  best ; 
improvement  in  all  the  elementary  branches  would  become  more  rapid  and 
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more  thorough  ;  pupils,  after  leaving  school,  would  continue  the  improvement 
there  commenced  ;  they  would  be  presented  with  motives  and  facilities  for 
becoming  good  republicans,  by  doing  good  to  the  Republic  ;  and  American 
education  would  thus  become  more  natural ,  practical  and  moral  in  its  opera¬ 
tions,  and  of  course  more  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  a  Republican  govern¬ 
ment.” 

Samuel  S.  Randall,  having  under  his  supervision  11,000  schools  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  says,  in  a  letter  to  the  subscriber,  “Your  exertions  have 
been  crowned  with  signal  success,  wherever  and  whenever  they  have  been 
fully  and  fairly  allowed  an  opportunity  of  developing  their  results.  They  are 
yet  destined  to  still  greater  triumphs,  because  they  are  based  upon  the  funda¬ 
mental  principle  of  nature,  and  must  eventually  be  recognized  as  the  common 
platform  of  all  knowledge  aud  science.” 

S.  W.  Seton,  after  long  and  large  experience  as  Agent  of  theNew  York  Pub¬ 
lic  Schools,  says  :  “  Thus  without  any  thing  extraneous  or  perplexing,  distinct 
ideas  are  conveyed  to  the  untaught  mind.  Knowledge  becomes  a  perpetual 
possession.  Mr.  Holbrook’s  plan  of  “  Scientific  Exchanges,”  is  no  less  of 
a  practical  bearing,  aud  in  its  tendency  yet  more  valuable  ;  directly  cultiva¬ 
ting  habits  of  industry,  and  developing  the  social  and  benevolent  affections ;  at 
the  same  time  cultivating  the  faculties  and  improving  the  use  of  the  senses, 
giving  elevated  ideas  to  the  most  morally  degraded,  and  offering  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  means  of  reform  from  idleness  and  vice.  As  a  great  means  of  mental 
and  moral  developement,  they  are  worthy  the  attention  of  all  who  desire  to 
promote  useful  knowledge,  or  seek  the  real  benefit  of  their  fellow-men.” 

Dr.  D.  Meredith  Reese,  late  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New  York,  says  of  the  system,  “Its  adaption  to  early  instruction, 
by  your  successful  application  of  it  to  so  many  of  the  physical  sciences,  ren¬ 
dering  them  not  only  attainable  by  very  young  children,  but  peculiarly 
attractive  to  their  minds,  consists  in  the  fact,  that  your  lessons  are  imparted  to 
the  eye.  This  is  the  great  secret  of  the  Pestallozian  and  other  foreign  sys¬ 
tems  of  elementary  instruction ;  and  your  plan  appears  to  me  to  combine  the 
advantages  of  them  all.” 


The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  New  York  Legislature,  held  in  the  Assembly  Chamber,  at  Albany,  March 
24th,  1845,  in  a  full  report  and  an  unqualified  approval  of  the  system,  as 
developed  at  the  meeting,  say  :  “  It  is  evident,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  sub¬ 
jects  and  modes  of  instruction  now  generally  prevailing,  fail  in  calling  fully 
into  exercise  the  various  and  vast  energies  with  which  children  are  so  boun¬ 
tifully  and  wisely  endowed  by  their  Creator;  and  the  committee  believe,  that 
the  system  proposed  and  satisfactorily  tested  by  Mr.  Holbrook,  so  provides  for 
the  employment  of  those  energies,  as  to  secure  not  only  their  due  and  proper 
development,  but  their  pleasurable  exercise  within  the  bounds  of  virtue  and 
benificence.  By  providing  suitable  aliment  for  the  physical  and  moral  nature, 
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in  its  earliest  expansion,  the  head  and  the  heart,  as  well  as  the  hands,  are 
diverted  from  much  of  the  evil  which  surrounds  them,  and  educated  to  habits 
of  industry,  virtue,  and  usefulness.  In  the  midst  of  exercises  so  agreeable 
and  instructive,  the  various  branches  of  elementary  instruction  are  certain  to 
be  easily,  rapidly  and  thoroughly  attained. 

Among  the  subjects  especially  adapted  to  these  purposes,  Geology,  Geome¬ 
try  and  Drawing ,  have  been  satisfactorily  demonstrated  to  be  among  the  most 
prominent  and  important.  By  visible,  tangible,  portable  specimens  of  juve¬ 
nile  improvement  thus  produced,  far  beyond  the  wants  of  the  producers,  an 
opportunity  is  afforded  for  the  Exchange  of  the  surplus  articles  with  others  at 
home  and  abroad ;  thus  laying  the  foundation  of  a  wide  interchange  of  pro¬ 
ducts  of  science  and  the  arts  between  different  sections  of  the  same  country, 
and  with  the  inhabitants  of  other  and  distant  nations.  Thus,  by  apian  at  once 
simple  and  comprehensive,  children  at  an  early  age  maybe  delightfully  enga¬ 
ged  in  the  improvement  of  their  faculties,  physical,  mental  and  moral,  while 
they  are  contributing  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  advancement  of  others. 
They  are  taught  to  feel,  to  see  and  to  know,  that  they  live  for  others  as  well  as 
themselves,  and  that  their  interest  and  duty  coincide  in  thus  extending  human 
knowledge  and  happiness. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LYSANDER  H.  BROWN,  Chairman  of  Assembly  Committee  on  Col¬ 
leges,  Academies  and  Common  Schools. 

N.  S.  BENTON,  Secretary  of  State  and  State  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

S.  S.  REND  ALL,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

WM.  C.  ROGERS,  Member  of  Assembly  from  Steuben  county. 


A  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Tennesee,  in  a  letter  to  the  subscriber, 
says  :  “  Last  spring  I  got  a  box  of  your  apparatus,  and  am  satisfied  with  the 
purchase.  In  the  box,  I  find  the  ‘  Self  Instructor’  of  May  and  Nov.,  1844. 
The  perusal  of  these  has  interested  me.  You  have  convinced  me  that  Geome¬ 
try,  Geology,  Geography  and  Botany,  and  I  would  add  Zoology,  are  the  first 
sciences  for  children  to  learn.  Observation  and  classification ,  thereby  become 
early  and  fixed  habits  of  the  mind  ;  the  only  habits  by  which  the  mind  can  be  im¬ 
proved.  I  have  thought  that  a  juvenile  course  of  the  primer  order,  embracing 
the  simplest  rudiments  of  all  the  sciences,  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  be¬ 
ginners.  Nothing  should  be  put  in  the  book,  but  what  they  are  to  learn. 
They  are  thus  introduced  to  science,  and  if  it  is  well  done,  they  will  desire  a 
further  acquaintance.  Even  to  let  them  know  that  there  is  such  a  science  as 
Chemistry,  Geology,  &c.  &c.,  and  to  give  them  some  little  idea  of  what  it 
means,  would  inspire  them  with  a  desire  to  look  further  into  it.  Suitable  ap¬ 
paratus  for  illustration  should  go  along  with  it  universally. 

But  one  thing  is  wanting  to  give  it  success ;  and  that  is  teachers  who  un¬ 
derstand  how  to  teach  and  illustrate.  This  could  be  remedied  by  sending  out 
itinerant  lecturers,  with  a  full  set  of  apparatus,  to  teach  classes  the  use  of  it. 


SELF  INSTRUCTOR - EXTRA. 


5 


I  believe  they  would  get  well  paid  for  their  labor,  and  would,  in  a  few  weeks, 
qualify  teachers  enough  in  a  county  to  learn ,  and  then  instruct  the  youth  of 
the  country.  A  lecturer  of  this  sort,  coming  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus 
into  a  county,  would,  in  one  month,  prepare  twenty  sub-lecturers,  who  would 
supply  themselves  with  apparatus,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  the  journal,  and 
go  into  every  neighborhood  lecturing,  and  thus  increasing  the  patronage  of  the 
work  to  an  infinite  extent,  and  creating,  every  where,  a  thirst  for  knowledge. 


Sixty  or  seventy  members  of  our  present  National  Congress,  have  recently 
been  addressed  on  the  subject,  and  answers  received,  uniformly  approving  of 
the  system,  and  expressing  a  wish  to  extend  it  in  their  respective  districts  and 
states.  A  Southern  member  says :  “  I  am  delighted  with  your  plan  of  in¬ 
struction.  It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  that  its  moral  and  intellectual  advantages 
to  the  rising  generation,  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  could  do  my  State  greater  service,  than  to  draw  their  serious  attention 
to  this  matter.” 

A  member  from  another  Southern  State,  says :  “  I  have  seen  few  works 
which  have  more  pleased  me.  I  feel  assured  that  it  is  calculated  for  extensive 
influence.” 

A  Western  member  says  :  “I  am  much  gratified  with  your  Plan  of  Instruc¬ 
tion,  and  feel  myself  highly  honored  in  being  made  an  instrument  to  dissemmi- 
nate  the  very  valuable  improvements  suggested  in  it.  Truly,  if  we  can  divest 
children  of  the  dread  which  they  entertain  of  the  school  house,  a  very  great 
step  will  be  taken  towards  universal  education  ;  and  it  behoves  the  philanthro¬ 
pist  and  patriot  to  embrace  every  opportunity  to  forward  so  great  and  so  glo¬ 
rious  a  result.” 

■  Another  Western  member  says  :  “Your  Plan  of  Instruction  will,  and  should 
be  approved  by  the  patrons  of  education  every  where.  It  will  give  me  much 
pleasure  to  forward  several  dozen  copies  to  my  district.” 

Another  says  :  “I  have  carefully  examined  your  Plan  of  Instruction,  and 
the  Self  Instructor,  and  am  free  to  confess,  that  I  am  much  pleased  with  both. 
The  Plan  is  admirable,  and  if  faithfully  executed,  cannot  fail  to  produce  great 
and  useful  results.  I  think  it  may  be  turned  to  valuable  account  in  my  State, 
■where  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  aid  it.” 

Another  says  :  “  There  are  few  sections  of  our  country,  where  more  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  education,  than  in - district,  in  Ky.  And  it  will  give  me 

great  pleasure  to  encourage  it ;  and  it  seems  to  me  your  Plan  will  do  much  to 
forward  so  desirable  an  object.  It  meets  my  decided  approbation.” 

A  New  York  member  says  :  “I  have  examined  your  new  Plan  of  Instruc¬ 
tion  with  much  interest.  It  will  do  much  to  elevate  the  standard,  of  what  is 
called  ‘  common  education.’  ” 

Another  says  :  “  In  the  county  where  I  reside,  great  efforts  have  been  made 
within  a  year  past,  to  give  an  impetus  to  the  cause  of  education.  I  will 
cheerfully  serve  you  in  the  great  interest  you  are  endeavoring  to  build  up.” 
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A  New  England  member  says  :  “  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  your  views 
as  sound,  and  if  properly  carried  out,  must  produce  infinite  good.” 

One  or  more  members  of  Congress  from  every  State  in  the  Union,  have,  in 
a  similar  way,  manifested  their  decided  approbation  of  this  system  of  educa¬ 
tion,  with  a  desire  to  use  their  official  relations  and  personal  influence  for 
its  general  extension. 

The  following  extracts  of  letters  from  public  functionaries  from  other  nations, 
will  show  how  far,  in  their  opinion,  this  system  of  universal  education  is  fitted 
for  their  respective  countries  ;  also,  that  they  are  desirous  of  using  their  per¬ 
sonal  and  official  influence  for  securing  its  benefits  to  the  nations  they  re¬ 
present. 

The  following  letter  is  from  Gen.  Almonte,  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  Mexico,  at  present  Secretary  of  War  under  that  government. 

New  York,  Aug.  14th,  1844.  ) 

558  Broadway.  £ 

Mr.  Josiah  Holbrook  : 

My  dear  Sir, — I  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.,  in  which  you  request 
me  to  state  to  you  my  views  on  the  apparatus  which  you  showed  and  explain¬ 
ed  to  me,  a  few  days  ago.  I  comply  with  your  request  most  cheerfully. 

“  I  think  the  said  apparatus  is  calculated  to  produce  the  most  satisfactory 
results  in  the  elementary  instruction  of  the  most  important  subjects  of  know¬ 
ledge.  As  it  brings  much  into  use  both  the  eye  and  hand ,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  can  be  applied  successfully  to  all  classes  of  people,  and  in  every  country.  I 
shall  recommend  its  introduction  and  general  use  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
where  my  official  relations  and  my  highest  pleasure  alike  induce  me  to 
extend,  all  in  my  power,  a  sound  practical  system  of  common  education. 

“  The  system  also  of  scientific  exchanges,  which  you  have  done  so  much  to 
extend,  and  which  your  apparatus  is  designed  to  aid,  is,  in  my  opinion,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  promote  an  enlightened  and  pacific  intercourse  among  nations. 

“  In  Mexico,  rich  in  mines  and  other  natural  resources,  such  a  system  of 
scientific  commerce  might  be  instituted  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 
It  is  especially  fitted  for  scientific  and  literary  institutions,  and  could  hardly 
fail  to  elevate  their  character  and  extend  their  usefulness.  I  shall  therefore 
earnestly  recommend  the  system  to  such  institutions,  and  to  individuals  in  my 
own  country,  as  eminently  calculated  to  benefit  themselves,  by  extending  their 
benefits  to  others.  “  Very  respectfully  yours, 

“  J.  N.  Almonte.” 


(From  the  Brazilian  Consul.) 

New  York,  Sept.  20,  1844. 

Mr.  Holbrook : — I  fully  unite  with  Gen.  Almonte,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  Mexico,  in  his  opinion  of  your  apparatus  for  schools  and  families,  and 
of  the  system  of  Scientific  Exchanges,  which  it  is  well  fitted  to  promote. 
As  Consul  General  from  Brazil,  I  shall  use  my  influence  and  my  official 
relations  with  my  government,  for  the  introduction  and  general  use,  both  of 
the  Apparatus  and  the  Exchanges  among  Institutions  and  individuals  in  our 
country,  wide  in  extent,  rich  in  natural  productions,  and  deeply  interested  in 
a  general,  sound,  and  practical  system  of  common  education.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  forward  to  the  appropriate  officers  in  the  Brazilian  government,  a  set  of 
your  Apparatus,  as  soon  as  you  can  have  it  prepared  for  the  purpose. 

Luiz  IiENRiquE  Ferreira  d’Aguair. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Venezuelan  Consul : — • 

“New  York,  Aug.  30,  1844. 

“  Josiah  Holbrook ,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sir, — I  cannot  but  certify,  with  pleasure,  that  your  Apparatus,  to¬ 
gether  with  your  plan  for  the  exchange  of  specimens  of  the  natural  produc¬ 
tions  of  our  globe,  between  different  countries,  must  greatly  contribute  to 
awaken  in  youthful  minds  a  desire  for  the  cultivation  of  the  physical  sciences, 
and  to  impart  much  useful  knowledge.  I  will  therefore  recommend  The 
introduction,  into  Venezuela,  of  your  apparatus  and  plan  of  exchanges,  as 
far  as  my  position  as  Consul  from  that  country  will  enable  me  to  do. 

“  Very  respectfully  yours, 

“  J.  B.  PuRROY.” 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson's  to  Mr 
Holbrook,  dated  Mexico,  Sept.  10th,  1842  : — 


“  I  have  read  the  papers  you  sent  me,  and  am  much  pleased  with  them. 
A  new,  noble,  interesting,  and  useful  field,  is  opened  for  the  young,  and  for 
future  generations,  in  your  Lyceum,  and  in  the  various  subjects  noticed  in 
your  periodical,  called  the  “  Self  Instructor ,”  which,  I  trust,  will  have  an 
extensive  circulation. 

“  Please  send  me  four  of  your  cabinets  of  twenty-five  specimens,  one  of 
fifty,  and  one  of  one  hundred  ;  likewise,  an  assortment  of  your  geometricals. 
You  will  please  pack  them  closely  and  carefully,  as  they  will  have  to  be 
jolted  some  three  hundred  miles  on  the  back  of  a  mule. 

“  I  shall  try  what  can  be  done  here  any  way,  to  forward  the  general  object 
you  have  in  view.” 


In  another  letter  of  December  6th,  1842,  Dr.  T.  says  : 

“  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  to  you  the  first  number  of  “  The 
Self  Instructor"  in  Spanish.  The  second  number  is  in  a  course  of  transla¬ 
tion,  and  will  be  sent  you  by  one  of  the  next  packets.  The  third  and  fourth 
numbers  will  probably  go  together  in  the  vessel  following.  Perhaps  we  will 
one  day  send  you  a  load  of  our  minerals.  The  description  of  the  cabinets  we 
intend  shall  be  ready  in  Spanish  when  they  arrive.  The  Rector  (President) 
of  one  of  our  best  colleges,  desires  that  I  should  put  him  in  correspondence 
with  you. 

“I  remain  yours,  faithfully, 

“  James  Thompson.” 


Dr.  Thompson  is  now  in  England,  with  a  view  of  securing  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  his  friends  and  of  the  public  in  that  country,  with  those  in  America, 
for  promoting  the  cause  of  UNIVERSAL  EDUCATION,  by  the  plans  and 
instruments  referred  to.  As  he  travelled  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
South  America  and  Mexico,  in  behalf  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  and  by  three  of  their  Governments,  was  appointed  Superinteudant 
of  Public  Schools,  no  one  can  be  better  qualified  to  judge  of  the  education 
wants,  prospects,  or  instruments,  in  those  countries. 


“  The  late  Archbishop  (Catholic)  of  Paris,  says  :  “  As  to  religion,  she  can 
have  no  scruples  or  fears  from  this  system  of  exchanges.  It  is  wisdom  itself, 
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whose  perfume  is  like  that  of  the  most  precious  balm  ;  its  odor  is  like  that  of 
the  most  excellent  myrrh  ;  its  branches  are  the  fruits  of  glory  and  comeliness. 
Ts  there  then  any  danger  to  religion,  in  seeking  to  diffuse  that  which  its  spirit 
has  produced  in  all  ages  and  among  all  nations  ?” 


S.  E.  Ahmed  Pacha,  a  Turkish  Ambassador,  says  : 

“  On  the  great  thought  of  conducting,  between  all  civilized  nations, 
exchanges  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  by  reciprocal  commerce  of  light  and 
glory,  I  shall  communicate  with  His  Highness  ;  whose  extensive  acquaintance 
with  his  people,  joined  to  his  love  of  them,  places  him  in  a  most  favorable 
condition  to  appreciate  every  thing  which  may  be  useful  to  his  subjects  ;  and 
the  immense  advantages  which  will  result  from  reciprocal  relations  between 
nations  ;  relations  which  will  infallibly  lead  to  the  abolition  of  national  pre¬ 
judices,  arising  from  ignorance  and  egotism.” 


SCHOLARS’  FASHS. 

In  April  next,  a  Scholars’  Fair  will  be  held  at  the  “Exchange”  for  Schools, 
at  140  Grand  street,  corner  of  Elm,  New  York.  The  specimens  exhibited 
will  be  by  scholars,  and  for  scholars,  illustrating  nature  and  art.  Among  a 
large  assortment  of  minerals,  those  found  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  will 
be  most  prominent;  showing  where,  how,  and  what  specimens  can  be  pro¬ 
cured  for  family  and  school  cabinets  in  this  city,  and  by  exchange,  elsewhere ; 
indeed,  every  wrhere.  Shells,  plants,  and  other  natural  productions  will  also 
be  exhibited. 


Among  numerous  drawings  and  paintings,  those  done  in  schools  will  be 
prominent.  By  maps  and  other  drawings,  different  sciences  will  be  illustra¬ 
ted.  Illustrations  in  “  Practical  Geometry ,”  showing  the  forms  of  mineral 
crystals,  insect  architecture,  vegetable  physiology,  &c.,  will  probably  be 
among  the  most  beautiful  and  instructive  specimens  exhibited,  either  of  nature 
or  art. 

Specimens  may  be  deposited  for  exhibition  merely  ;  or  for  exchange  in  this 
city  and  other  parts  of  the  country ;  also  in  other  countries. 

Those  received  for  the  latter  object,  will  be  used  to  some  extent,  to  give  in¬ 
terest  to  “  Scholars'  Fairs ”  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  for  which  ar¬ 
rangements  are  already  made  in  a  few  places,  and  solicited  in  several  States, 
where  they  are  designed  to  be  held  ;  possibly  in  all  the  States. 

The  greatest  interest  and  instructions,  afforded  on  such  occasions,  depend  upon 
the  collections  from  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  respective  meetings. 

Both  schools  and  families  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  might  at  once  procure 
for  themselves,  highly  valuable  “  Cabinets  of  Nature  and  Art,”  by  col¬ 
lecting  such  minerals,  plants,  shells,  &c.,  as  are  immediately  around  them, 
the  names  of  which  they  might  procure  at  the  proposed  meetings,  if  not  other¬ 
wise.  Parents  and  teachers  are  very  respectfully,  and  very  specially  invited 
to  encourage  their  children  and  pupils  to  collect  specimens  of  nature,  and  pre¬ 
pare  those  arts,  especially  drawings,  which  cannot  fail  to  afford  amusement  and 
instruction,  and  may  lead  to  Scholars’  Fairs,  school  celebrations,  conventions 
of  schools,  or  such  occasions,  under  some  name,  to^which  specimens  thus  col- 
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lected  aucl  prepared,  would  afford  the  deepest  interest,  and  through  which, 
with  such  collections,  aided  and  animated  by  “  Juvenile  Concerts ,”  the  riches1 
entertainments  and  highly  valuable  instruction  might  be  extended  to  every 
State  and  section  of  our  Union.  * 

A  beginning  is  made,  and  an  example  set  by  schools  in  the  city  and  other 
parts  of  the  State  of  New  York.  By  small  cabinets  of  labelled  specimens  in 
the  city  schools,  the  pupils,  aided  by  their  teachers  and  parents,  made  valuable 
additions  to  their  school  collections,  and  within  two  or  three  weeks,  collected 
elementary  cabinets  for  ten  or  twelve  thousand  families  with  which  they  were 
connected.  Specimens  thus  collected,  were  widely  distributed  among  other 
schools  in  this  and  other  States  ;  in  some  cases  bringing  other  specimens  in 
return.  The  following  letters  between  the  schools  of  New  York  and  Syra¬ 
cuse  will  illustrate  the  character  and  uses  of  “  School  Exchanges,”  commenced 
and  executed  by  a  process  so  simple,  direct  and  delightful,  as  to  show  their 
entire  feasibility,  producing  the  kindest  reciprocation  of  feeling,  wherever 
teachers  and  parents  are  disposed  to  give  them  their  aid. 

New  York,  July  24th,  1845. 

Dear  Friends: — We,  the  girls  of  Public  School  No.  15,  send  you  three  sets 
of  minerals.  On  Monday,  the  21st,  between  three  and  four  hundred  families 
connected  with  our  school,  were  supplied  with  similar  sets,  which  were  col¬ 
lected  by  the  boys  and  labelled  by  the  scholars  of  the  several  departments. 
The  mica  was  sent  to  us  by  the  children  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  at  Blooming- 
dale.  We  are  going  to  send  some  specimens  to  several  primary  schools,  and 
try  to  interest  them  also.  We  take  great  pleasure  in  sending  them  to  you, 
and  hope  that  you  will  b4|pleased  with  them.  Wewvouldhave  inclosed  some 
geometrical  diagrams  if  we  had  had  sufficient  time  to  prepare  them  ;  but  we 
hope  to  have  another  opportunity  of  sending  them. 

Yours,  affectionately,  Susan  Black, 

For  the  girls  of  P.  S.  No.  15 
To  the  girls  of  Mrs.  Salisbury’s  School,  Syracuse. 


Syracuse,  Aug.  20th,  1845. 

Dear  Friends: — We  hail  you  as  sisters.  We  are  glad  a  correspondence  is 
now7  opened  between  us,  and  we  haste  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the 
box  of  minerals  presented  by  you. 

In  return  we  send  you  eighteen  specimens  of  Plants  gathered  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  village.  Our  class  in  Botany  numbers  sixteen.  We  have  analyzed 
fifty  species  of  plants  this  term,  and  find  ourselves  increasingly  interested 
in  the  pursuit  of  so  pleasing  and  profitable  a  study. 

W  e  are  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  minerals,  and  w  ill  gratefully  receive 
any  specimens  of  mapping,  pencilling,  painting,  or  geometrical  diagrams  with 
which  you  may  favor  us.  While  we  thank  you,  we  will  endeavor  in  our 
respouse  to  return  an  ample  equivalent. 

We  love  the  study  of  Natural  science, — and  are  taught  by  our  Teacher  to 
regard  the  field  of  nature  as  “  our  Heavenly  Father's  own  library,"  from 
which,  he  would  not  only  have  us  gather  lessons  of  wisdom  and  instruction, 
but  in  w  hich,  every  object  should  seem  to  us  to  mirror  forth  his  perfections, 
and  enforce  his  claim  upon  the  affections  of  our  young  hearts. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  again,  we  remain, 

•  Yours,  affectionately,  Eliza  Fritcher, 

On  behalf  of  girls  of  P.  S.  No.  7,  Syracuse. 
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After  repeated  and  urgent  solicitations  from  very  many  New-York  Super¬ 
intendents  and  other  friends  of  schools,  to  visit  different  sections  of  the 
State,  the  subscriber  has  at  length  made  arrangements  to  comply  with  their 
requests.  Directly  after  the  “  Scholars’  Fair,”  to  be  held  in  New-York 
city,  he  will  be  happy  to  attend  meetings  of  schools  in  several  of  the  western 
and  central  counties  of  the  State  ;  when  he  will  be  prepared  to  exhibit  and 
explain  numerous  specimens  of  improvement  from  New-York  city  schools, 
and  some  from  other  States  and  countries.  It  will  be  his  special  object  to 
extend  and  mature  the  system  of  “  Exchanges”  between  the  New-York 
schools  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  through  them  with  other  schools 
in  this  and  other  countries.  The  times  and  places,  with  all  the  specific  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  meetings,  will  be  made  known  through  circulars  and  public 
journals  in  season  for  the  occasions.  In  the  mean  time,  superintendents  and 
teachers  are  most  respectfully  invited  to  encourage  the  schools  under  their 
supervision  and  charge,  to  collect  and  prepare  specimens  for  the  occasions, 
and  if  practicable,  to  learn  several  tunes  to  sing  in  concert  when  collected,  and 
otherwise  to  make  all  the  arrangements  for  the  meetings  which  may  seem  to 
them  best,  advising  the  subscriber  of  the  same,  as  may  comport  with  their 
convenience  ;  by  which  they  will  most  assuredly  confer  a  very  special  favor 
upon  a  friend,  and  probably  promote  the  great  and  common  cause  of  national 
prosperity  and  glory. 


HOLBROOK’S  APPARATUS. 

Instruments  for  visible ,  'practical  illustrations  ip  the  sciences,  under  the 
above  title,  have  been  w  idely  extended,  in  this  and  other  countries.  They 
embrace  Geometry,  Geology,  Mineralogy,  Geography,  Botany,  Zoology, 
Chemistry,  Electricity,  Galvanism,  Natural  Philosophy,  Astronomy,  Arith¬ 
metic,  Drawing,  fyc  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  about  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  “  Apparatus  for  Beginners”  is  sold  for  three  dollars  a  set.  It  em¬ 
braces  Geology,  Geometry  and  Drawing,  with  aids  for  Botany  and  Geography, 
and  is  designed  to  precede  the  alphabet,  and  instruction  from  books,  in  any 
form.  It  is  no  less  instructive  to  farmers  and  mechanics,  indeed  all  business 
classes,  than  attractive  to  children;  whom  it  never  fails  to  lead  to  seek  for  in¬ 
struction,  and  to  pursue  it  as  their  richest  amusement;  not  forcing,  but 
drawing  them  to  books,  schools  and  sources  of  knowledge,  wherever  it  can 


be  found. 

Special  and  extensive  arrangements  are  made  to  bring  a  box  of  “  APPAR¬ 
ATUS  FOR  BEGINNERS”  within  the  reach  of  each  one  of  the  seventy 
thousand  schools,  and  the  four  millions  of  families  in  our  Republic.  The  best 
possible  way  to  furnish  a  school,  is  by  contributions  from  the  pupils.  They 
are  thus  led  to  feel  a  direct,  deep,  and  personal  interest  in  it :  and  of  course 
to  be  more  earnest  in  the  use  of  it ;  never  failing  to  make  immediate  and 
valuable  additions,  by  their  oivn  hands  to  the  collection ;  thus  producing  speci¬ 
mens  for  continual  additions,  by  exchanges  with  other  schools,  in  other  States 
and  countries — a  better  and  cheaper  mode  than  purchasing. 

As  schools  through  the  States  average  thirty  scholars,  and  more,  ten  cents 
p-om  each  will  furnish  the  sum  needed.  The  w^hole  sum  may  be  contribute 
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at  one  time,  on  a  given  day  ;  or  in  five,  two,  or  even  one  cent  at  a  time,  by 
each  pupil,  at  the  discretion  of  the  teacher.  By  continued  contributions, 
continued  additional  supplies  of  apparatus  may  be  furnished.  One  school  in 
New- York  has  procured,  by  such  contributions,  within  a  few  weeks  past, 
apparatus  amounting  to  more  than  $100  ;  otherwise  producing  an  interest  and 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  for  “  self  instruction ,”  in  the  highest  degree 
gratifying,  alike  to  themselves,  their  teachers,  parents,  and  school  officers. 
Can  county  and  town  superintendents,  or  teachers  of  schools,  do  more  direct, 
effective,  or  better  service,  to  schools  under  their  supervision,  than  by  propos¬ 
ing  a  step  so  simple,  direct  and  certain,  towards  our  object  so  great  and  good  ? 

Apparatus  for  beginners ;  also  ten  dollar  boxes  of  Instruments,  Globes, 
Elementary  and  Botanical  Drawing  Cards,  an  assortment  of  Drawing  Books, 
extended  Geometrical  Charts,  with  an  assortment  of  Scientific  and  School 
Books,  can  be  had  of  Messrs.  Collins,  Brother  &  Co.,  254  Pearl-street,  New- 
York.  After  the  first  of  May  next,  the  Apparatus,  the  “  Child’s  First 
Book,”  Geometrical  Charts,  &c.,  can  be  had  at  the  “Exchange”  in  the 
Public  School  Building,  140  Grand,  corner'of  Elm-street,  New- York,  and  of 
Alfred  Halbrook,  Berea,  Cayahoga  county,  Ohio. 

DEFINITE  MEASURES  AND  CERTAIN  RESULTS. 

Special  attention  is  invited  to  the  following  measures,  certain  to  produce 
the  results  added. 

First.  That  all  young  persons,  whether  in  schools  or  families,  be  encour¬ 
aged  in  collecting  specimens  of  nature  and  preparing  those  of  art  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  themselves,  and  for  exchanging  with  others. 

Second.  That  contributions  be  made  by  pupils  sufficient  to  procure  a  box 
of  “Apparatus  for  Begginners,”  with  other  instruments,  as  far  and  as  fast 
as  may  be  found  practicable  and  expedient. 

Third.  That  early  provisions  be  made  for  “  Scholars’  Fairs  securing, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  attendance  of  individuals,  able  to  give  names  to  the 
minerals,  plants,  shells,  &c.,  collected ;  also  that  exchanges  be  instituted,  at 
the  meetings,  in  specimens,  both  of  nature  and  art.  Great  interest  would  be 
added  to  such  occasions,  by  “  singing  in  concert ”  tunes  previously  learnt  for 
the  purpose,  by  the  pupils  of  private,  public  and  Sabbath  schools. 

Fourth.  That  specimens  of  the  various  collections  made  at  Scholars’ 
Fairs,  or  otherwise,  be  sent  to  the  Exchange  in  New- York,  to  ascertain  howT 
far  they  could  be  received  there  for  other  specimens. 

Results.  First.  Young  people  would  find  their  amusements  instructive, 
and  their  instruction  amusing ;  and  thus  be  certain  to  add  rapidly  and  con¬ 
stantly  to  their  stores  of  useful  knowledge. 

Second.  Books,  schools,  and  other  sources  of  knowledge  would  be  sought 
for  by  children,  and  their  improvement  hence  rendered  rapid,  thorough,  con¬ 
stant  and  certain. 

Third.  Schools  and  families,  in  different  and  distant  sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  could  greatly  aid  the  improvement  of  each  other,  promoting  enlightened, 
generous  and  kind  feelings,  productive  of  happiness,  and  creditable  to  the 
character  of  individuals  and  of  our  Republican  Union. 

Fourth.  Anyperson,  any  -where,  may  obtain,  through  the  “jEjt  change"  in  New 
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York,  specimens  of  nature  and  art  from  all  parts  of  the  world ;  and  that,  too,  for 
specimens  collected  or  produced  by  his  own  hands. 

DRAWING  EXERCISES. 


The  “  Child’s  First  Book”  contains  150  figures  similar  to  the  above  \ 
representing  different  parts  of  the  human  form,  quadrupeds,  birds,  insects, 
fishes,  reptiles,  plants,  agricultural  implements,  mechanics  tools,  household 
utensils,  articles  of  dress,  and  geometry ;  with  all  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
and  the  numeral  figures.  Any  child  over  five  years  old,  if  furnished  w  ith  that 
book  and  a  slate  and  pencil,  will  draw  the  figures  in  it,  and  write  their  names 
from  the  love  of  the  employment  and  instruction  ;  and  thus  teach  himself  the 
alphabet,,  writing,  spelling,  reading,  & c.,  and  what  is  still  better,  be  lead  to 
a  habit  of  “  Observation  and  Classification ;  the  only  habit  f  as  observed  by  the 
Tennessee  Judge,  “  by  which  the  mind  can  be  improved.” 

The  foregoing  pages  are  candidly  and  respectfully,  but  earnestly  and  con¬ 
fidently  presented  to  the  attention  of  all  “  who  desire  to  promote  useful  know¬ 
ledge,  or  to  seek  the  real  benefit  of  their  fellow  men,”  by  their  faithful  friend, 

JO  SI  AH  HOLBROOK. 

After  the  first  of  May,  1846,  140  Grand  Street,  New  York. 


